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			Preface

			Close to four decades have passed since the murders of Rutilio Grande, S.J. (1977), and Archbishop Óscar Romero (1980) in El Salvador. With the passage of time, unfortunately, the stories of each man have become elusive and vague, especially for the generations who did not live through the turbulent years of the Salvadoran civil war. Persons who knew both men or were familiar with their contributions suggest that over this extended span of years, the images of the men have been aggrandized to the point of obscuring their humanity. In many ways, the ultimate discipleship of each man has become so idealized that while they inspire, they also remain beyond the imitation of ordinary men and women. This stalemate applies not only to Salvadorans but also to Christians outside of that small country who have heard the stories, particularly of Romero’s martyrdom. Even fewer have motivating knowledge of Rutilio Grande, S.J. who was the first priest killed in El Salvador at the outset of the civil war. In fact, Grande is often only referred to as the friend of Romero who was murdered three weeks after the installation of Óscar Romero as Archbishop of San Salvador.

			Nevertheless, on February 4, 2015, following a long process of consideration, Pope Francis’s decision to beatify Archbishop Óscar Romero, martyr of El Salvador was announced by Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, the Vatican official leading Romero’s sainthood process. Decades after his death, however, Romero remained a controversial figure in the life of the Church and of the country of El Salvador. So for some, the news of his beatification was joyful, for others, troubling. But in the apostolic letter of beatification, Pope Francis declared: “Óscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdámez, Bishop and martyr, pastor according to the heart of Christ, evangelizer and father of the poor, heroic witness of the Kingdom of God, Kingdom of Justice, of fraternity, of peace.” 

			Cardinal Amato characterized Romero’s life as a “preparation for martyrdom,” and underscored the significance of Father Rutilio Grande in that journey. Earlier, Archbishop Paglia of the Vatican had also announced the initiation of the beatification process for Rutilio Grande, S.J. Furthermore, the Prefect’s homily at Romero’s beatification celebration concluded with the assertion that: “It is impossible to know Romero without knowing Rutilio Grande.” That statement resonated with those who knew the story of Romero’s persecution for his pastoral defense of the poor and vulnerable in El Salvador, a statement that notably incorporated Rutilio Grande’s story as well.

			The intent of this book is simple: to present these two men as models for those Christians seeking to deepen their own spiritual lives and to commit themselves to the pursuit of justice. It is important to underscore that this book is not a biography of either man. That task is left to others. In order to shed light on who they were as men and how they lived out their Christian commitment, this presentation of Bishop Romero and Rutilio Grande considers particularly human dimensions of their spiritual lives. In fact, the beauty of their examples lies in the fact that they were ordinary men, subject to diverse and sometimes contradictory life forces, struggling to live out their Christian vision.

			To tell this story, I have drawn from years of research not only from various archives but also from listening to the stories told by men and women who knew Romero and Grande. Neither effort has been easy. Many of my interviewees, who had participated in that moment of history, have been warmly generous to me in returning to memories of an always deeply moving and often painful era in their lives. In some cases, it should be noted, access to certain archives has been restricted in an effort to avoid creating obstacles in the promotion of the canonization of Archbishop Romero. In other instances, there has been cautious reluctance to allow access to treasured collections.

			As with everything in life, there is so much more that could be explored in the stories of these two Christian heroes of El Salvador. My hope, however, is that this glimpse into their lives will inspire and comfort those of us who struggle in our efforts to make this world a more just one.

			This story also holds both professional and personal importance for me. As a child born in El Salvador, I migrated to the U.S. with my family when I was two years old. In my family of five children, we were fortunate that our parents kept memories of our home country alive. When I was a teenager, I returned to visit El Salvador for the first of what would become many subsequent trips. I gradually learned more and more about the country of my birth, and came to know my family members there.

			While visiting relatives in the summer of 1976, I heard the name of Rutilio Grande, S.J. for the first time. My paternal aunt Lolita was married to his older brother, Flavio Grande, and as we sat in the living room, Tío Flavio showed me the family photo album and pointed to a photo of Rutilio, his younger brother. Flavio urged me to travel to Aguilares to meet Rutilio who was a parish priest there. Unfortunately though I tried, I was unable to meet my priest “uncle.” When I returned the following summer, Rutilio Grande, S.J. was dead. He had been murdered on March 12, 1977.

			Also during one of those family visits to El Salvador, I heard the name of Archbishop Óscar Romero for the first time. As was true of many Salvadoran families, my relatives had mixed views of the bishop. Emotions ran high in family conversations about him. For some he was a good man, and for others he was the source of all the difficulties that the country was experiencing.

			One Sunday at the beach with my family, my uncle turned on the radio in time for Romero’s Sunday sermon. As Romero spoke, my uncle vehemently criticized the sermon, increasing my curiosity about the controversial Archbishop. Consequently, one day I called the chancery office and scheduled a visit with him on August 17, 1979. I will never forget my visit with Archbishop Romero, or the quiet, self-possessed spirit of the man that sat opposite me. The meeting was memorable in itself, but I did not fully realize the personal significance of that encounter. A year later, from the back of the chapel of La Divina Providencia, a lone assassin fired a single shot to murder the Archbishop as he celebrated the Eucharist.

			In 1980 when the outbreak of the civil war made it dangerous to travel, I suspended my visits to El Salvador. From California, however, I maintained contact with my family. When the civil war ended, I resumed my visits to El Salvador with a more informed understanding of what the country had suffered. My earlier interest in the life and legacy of Archbishop Romero revived and I pursued every opportunity to learn more about him, thus beginning my research. Later, through my relatives, I rediscovered Rutilio Grande, S.J. In the last decade, my research on each man has expanded as I searched in archives and conducted extended interviews with those who knew the men. I have also collected photos of murals depicting Romero and Grande that suggest not only a friendship between them, but their historical significance within El Salvador and beyond.

			This book intends to tell a story of committed Christian lives and to inspire others to learn how to do the same. It has been a labor of love, made possible only with the support of countless friends, colleagues, community members and extended family. I owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to Monseñor Ricardo Urioste, Salvador Carranza, S.J., Rodolfo Cardenal, S.J., Robert Pelton, C.S.C., for their many contributions to the project of keeping the life and legacy of Archbishop Romero and Rutilio Grande, S.J., alive and for sharing that enthusiasm with me. I am deeply grateful to the University of Santa Clara for generously supporting me with the opportunity to craft this work. I am especially fortunate to have had the support of Jesuit colleagues and friends at Santa Clara University, Paul Crowley, S.J.; Luis Calero, S.J.; Dr. Juan Velasco, Lulu Santana and its President Michael Engh, S.J. Dr. Gary Macy, former chair of the religious studies department, has been one of my most enthusiastic supporters in this project. Father John Spain of Maryknoll has been a great resource in understanding the ecclesial history of El Salvador. Nor could I omit my thanks to Father Virgilio Elizondo and Dr. Timothy Matovina for their continuing encouragement and insight. As a professor, I am gratified to have the generous assistance of former students—Olga Pavisich-Ryan, Rosario Ballew and Alejandra Lizardo. I want to express my gratitude for the use of the De Paul University Special Collection (Brockman-Romero archives) in Chicago, Illinois, the Archivo de la Provincial Centroamericana de la Compañía de Jesús (Archive of the Central American Province of the Society of Jesus), La Oficina Arquidiócesana para la Causa de Canonización de Monseñor Romero, and the library at the Centro Monseñor Romero of the Central American University (UCA) in San Salvador, El Salvador.

			I am particularly grateful for the sisterly affection and support of my community of the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy. I would be remiss in not giving special thanks to Genemarie Beegan, R.S.M. for her generous artistic and technical support. The love of my Pineda Escamilla and Grande Pineda family is a source of joy and sustenance for me. I am particularly blessed to count among them my brothers, Tony, Ernie, Roberto, and sisters Tita, Vilma, and their spouses and children. Finally, the sharing of ideas and editorial suggestions of Lourdes Thuesen enriches my writing. I owe a special expression of gratitude to Brennan Hill and Eric Wolf for believing in this project and encouraging its publication.

			Ana María Pineda, R.S.M.
November 29, 2015[image: palm-icon.eps]

			Since the writing of this preface, we have losttwopersons who contributed valuablesupport and insight for this work. Monseñor Ricardo Urioste of El Salvador, who activelysupported my interest andlove ofthe legacy of Archbishop Romero and Father Rutilio Grande,died on January 15, 2016.In spite of his advanced age and many obligations, Monseñor Urioste not only made time to collaborate in my project, but alsotranscribedRomero’soriginal reflection written on the death of his father, which is included as an Appendix to this publication.

			Then,on March 14, 2016, the Hispanic ecclesial community in the U.S. lost their beloved pioneer theologianFather Virgilio Elizondo. For years he encouraged me to write and was delighted, not onlywhen he heard that I was working on the legacy of Archbishop Romero and Father Grande, but especially so whenthe book was completed.While I mourn the passing of both of these men, I consider myself profoundly blessed to have had them in my life as mentors and friends.
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			Detail, photograph of Salvadoran mural. Murals expressing the life and influence of Archbishop Óscar Romero and Father Rutilio Grande can be found especially throughout Aguilares and El Paisnal in the Salvadoran Department of San Salvador.

		

		
			Chapter 1

			The Early Years

			El Salvador—a Pacific Rim land of lush and shady green, imposing volcanoes and flowing waters—like the other nations of Central America, experienced the twentieth century as a time of radical change and upheaval. The first half of the century saw a society clearly divided among an elite ruling class, an aspiring middle class, and a marginated laboring class of poor workers and farmers. Although—again like the other nations of the region—the history of El Salvador contained incidences of periodic changes of government, often by force, few anticipated the violent upheaval of the basic social structure experienced in the armed conflict between the classes, which irrupted in the second half of the century, carrying over an aftermath of instability into the new millennium.

			This is the story of two men whose lives bridged the turbulent transformation of the country and left an indelible mark on the history of their beloved Church. Born ten years apart and having developed different personalities, they each chose a lifetime of ministry to the People of God in El Salvador. Although their personalities led them down different paths of service, their journeys show striking points of similarity in priestly lives that occasionally overlapped, and eventually were joined in the ultimate sacrifice of their lives in Christian martyrdom.

			The figures of Monseñor Óscar Arnulfo Romero Galdámez and Rutilio Grande García, S.J., present compelling models not only of lives unfolding in a world of conflict and oppression, but also of personal spiritual journeys purified through failure and human weakness. Theircultural roots, their family influences, their spiritual struggles, their proximity to each other’s life, and their fundamental humanness, provide a model of discipleship for all contemporary Christians.

			Besides the socio-economic realities of El Salvador, both men’s family structures and childhood experiences and challenges created the contexts from which they developed their gifts, spirituality, and vision.

			Óscar Romero

			Óscar Romero was born August 15, 1917, the third child of eight to Santos Romero and Guadalupe de Jesús Galdámez in Ciudad Barrios in the San Miguel Department of El Salvador. By the standards of the town, the Romero family was not poor. Nevertheless, his parents worked hard for their living. His father was a telegraph operator, and after hours tended a farm that his wife had inherited. The farm had several acres of coffee and a small cow that provided milk for the children. The farm yield made it possible for the family to make ends meet.1 Doña Guadalupe worked at home caring for the large family. As the couple struggled financially, there were times when, despite their efforts, the family endured economic hardship.

			Although Óscar’s birth was uneventful, according to his younger brother Gaspar, their mother, Doña Guadalupe intuited early on that this child would one day surprise them.2 How he would surprise them was never clarified, but perhaps Doña Guadalupe had noted intelligence in young Óscar that was already “surprising” his mother. Despite his normal birth, Óscar did not have a strong physical constitution as a child. At the age of five he became very ill with a debilitating fever that left him weak and paralyzed. Unable tomove his legs and arms, he could not speak or feed himself or move freely. In order to get around, he dragged himself around the floor. While their parents worked, his sister, Zaída, who was about two years younger, was left to take care of Óscar. She became his nurse, attending to his needs. Over time however, the child relearned how to walk, speak, and feed himself.3

			Since Óscar’s illness was never diagnosed, however, it carried unfortunate consequences. The townspeople, uncertain of the origins of the child’s malady, feared that their own children could be affected by the illness. Fearing that the illness could be contagious, the townspeople kept their children at a distance from the young boy, increasing Óscar’s isolation. His interaction with his own family limited by their daily responsibilities, Óscar then experienced further isolation from other children. At a time when most of his peers were exploring the world around them and engaging in the normal childhood experiences, Óscar suffered under the burden ofhis own physical fragility.

			According to his biographer, Jesús Delgado, the illness forced the boy into a solitude that shaped his personality. Understandably, he was a rather shy and timid boy. He was accustomed to his own company and that of his sister Zaída or the company of a select group of family members and friends. In later years, Romero’s tendency would follow similar childhood patterns. He preferred to be alone, surrounding himself with a small circle of friends with whom he could truly feel comfortable. Outside of his circle, he came across to others as aloof, an outward manifestation of his inner insecurity and shyness.

			During his illness, he had been showered by the constant care not only of his family, but also by solicitous neighbors. Unfortunately, Óscarcame to expect such treatment. When he wasn’t the center of attention, he turned irritable and cranky. In later years, his brothers would recall how Óscar sometimes woke up in the morning in a bad mood without being able to explain the reason for his feelings.

			Jesús Delgado claimed that in many ways, Óscar exhibited some of his father’s traits. The head of the family, Santos Romero had the reputation of being prone to outbursts of anger, which the children learned to endure. Unfortunately, this aspect of his father’s character would carry into Óscar’s adulthood; overcoming his angry and sometimes irritable disposition toward others became a lifelong undertaking. In his spiritual diary the developing Óscar often referenced his resolution to overcome this tendency to anger. Introspective in nature, he was most comfortable when alone; he found difficulty in interacting with large groups of people.

			Once the boy had regained his health, he proved to be intellectually curious and enjoyed learning. However, he did not like attending the local school and sharing learningwith classmates. He especially shied away from the girls. Despite his idiosyncrasies, Óscar was a good student. Jesús Delgado, recounts that Don Antonio de Cid, Óscar’s teacher, remembered his student asserious and dedicated, intellectually engaged.4 However, the town’s school only provided three years of education, so his father arranged for Romero to continue his schooling with a local teacher, Anita Iglesias. Santos Romero took an active interest in his son’s formation and education. When—away at school at the age of seventeen—Óscar received the news of his father’s death, he gratefully recalled his father’s loving efforts. In a reflection, Óscar wrote,“And of my youth, how can I not recall your concern for my formation? It is impossible to recall all of my memories, but they are alive in my memory and in my heart that blesses you.”5

			In the home, all the siblings had helped out with the family tasks, often assisting their father in delivering telegrams. Óscar also quickly learned how to actually send telegrams. He mastered the use of the telegraph machine and sometimes sent out messages. In addition, from his father he also learned carpentry techniques, and through his father’s efforts he was apprenticed to Juan Leiva the owner of the local carpentry shop.6 Skilled at carpentry, even as a young boy, Óscar made tables, chairs and doors. Some of his handiwork was kept in Ciudad Barrios and displayed in ongoing years.

			His father also enjoyed music and played the flute, which he taught Óscar how to play. From boyhood Óscar had a love for music; besides the flute, in the seminary he learned how to play the piano. As an adult, although he listened to classical music, he favored the popular “marimba” music that he enjoyed while driving or during his quiet times at home. Also from his father who would spend many moments at home reading, Óscar developed his love for reading. These quiet times were respected by the children, and influenced Óscar’s love for books.

			Complementary to his solitary character, Óscar seemed internally drawn to prayer.The town’s mayor, Alfonso Leiva, noted that the boy, after helping his father deliver telegrams, would take time to stop at church to pray and visit the saints. His brother Gaspar recalled that after school Óscarwould stop by the parish church to visit the pastor, and help out by sweeping the church and assisting at mass.7 Although Óscar’s father often told him to stop bothering the local parish priest, Óscar continued his visits. His custom of seeking out time for prayer became an integral part of Romero’s adult spirituality.

			Santos played his flute at all the religious festivities, and the whole family joined their father in these processions and religious events. Óscar became imbued with the popular religiosity of the town. Inspired by these religious observances, Óscar would prepare his own processions.

			Each year after Lent, Óscar, with the help of a select group of friends, prepared a procession to honor Saint Anthony. The task of adorning a chair with colored paper and framing the image of Saint Anthony with palms fell solely to Óscar and his male friends. He did not allow his sister Zaída or her friends to be involved in what he considered “men’s” work. However, once the procession was ready, he expected Zaída and her friends to participate. His sister, Zaída, would decline and only after some pleading would she sometimes agree to participate in Óscar’s religious activity. At the end of the procession, Óscar climbed on top of a pile of rocks and delivered a sermon. This occurred each year.

			Óscar’s call to the priesthood came when he was thirteen years old. The town’s mayor, Alfonso Leiva, had noted the young Romero’s devotion to the Church and had often observed the boy’s daily visits to the parish. When the first bishop of San Miguel, Juan Antonio Dueñas y Argumedo came to town on a pastoral visit,the mayor mentioned to the Bishop that he thought that Óscar Romero had a vocation to the priesthood. This observation led to the initial encounter between the Bishop and Óscar.8

			Bishop Dueñas y Argumedo’s visit caused great excitement in the town. Óscar pleaded with his mother to dress him up in his finest clothes. He wanted to greet the bishop and wanted to look his best. His mother dressed him in a fine white suit and a hat. The boy did catch the attention of the prelate, and Óscar was invited toaccompany the Bishop on all his rounds. That encounter and moment was indelibly imprinted on Romero’s mind and heart. Years later, in an account written by María Vigil, Romero recounted how the bishop called to him in front of the crowd of townspeople and asked him what he wanted to be. Óscar replied that he wanted to be a priest. With that, the bishop raised his finger and pointed it straight at Óscar’s forehead, announcing that Óscar was going to be a bishop. Fifty years later, Monseñor Romero touched that place on his forehead and told María Vigil, “I can still feel the touch of his finger right here.”9

			The following year Romero left Ciudad Barrios to pursue his desire to become a priest, entering the minor seminary in San Miguel. The seminary formation program was in the hands of the Claretian Order. The community’s devotion to Mary, the mother of God, and to the Blessed Sacrament was an integral part of their seminary formation. Since Romero had been born on the feast of the Assumption of Mary, his mother believed that her son was under the special protection of Mary. Now, in addition to the Marian devotion nurtured in his family, the Claretians’ devotion to Mary and the Blessed Sacrament would shape Romero’s personal spirituality and carry over into his adulthood. Having been a good student and upon completion of his studies with the Claretians, Romero took the next step in his journey to the priesthood and entered the major seminary of San José de la Montaña in San Salvador.

			As was customary, during Romero’s seminary years his family was expected to provide for their son with all personal items including clothes. Although Romero’s family was not considered poor, this obligation was a financial burden for his parents. Óscar’s father and mother struggled to find ways to cover the cost of having their son in the seminary. One of the gifts that Romero would take with him to the seminary was a beautiful silver-plated flute from his father. As his father had taught him how to play the flute, the instrument was a fitting gift for his son.

			Besides his ability to play the flute, Romero arrived at the seminary with several skills that he had acquired during his youth and for which he would find good use. In the telegraph office alongside his father, he had learned how to type, and he could also write basic musical notations. In the seminary, his creative ability with music would earn him the nickname of “the boy with the flute—el niño de la flauta.”

			From the time of his early childhood, Romero demonstrated leadership qualities. It has been noted that despite his childhood illness that had kept him away from interacting with his peers, with the help of a small circle of friends Romero had managed to organize an annual procession for St. Anthony. In the minor seminary, he used his typing and musical skills at the service of his classmates, few of whomcould do either. Romero subsequently found himself in the enviable position of being able to type for the seminary newsletter; he also composed musical pieces that were used in the seminary for special events. 

			Óscar honed his declamatory skillsalongside his classmate, Rafael Valladares. Competing with each other, they recited poems and other literary pieces, taking turns at being awarded first place. In this early activity, Romero showed promising signs of becoming a gifted public speaker.

			Rutilio Grande

			Ten years after Óscar Romero was born and was developing through his childhood, Rutilio Grande came into the world on July 5, 1928 in El Paisnal—one of the poorest little towns in the San Salvador department of El Salvador. Although Rutilio’s birth was normal, he was not a strong child. The youngest of six sons born to Salvador Grande and Cristina García, his father Salvador owned a town storethat functioned as a gathering place for the townspeople. Unfortunately, the store did little to provide for the family’s basic needs. His parents struggled to raise their children.

			When Rutilio was about three or four years old, the situation at home worsened. After a serious marital disagreement, Rutilio’s parents separated. His father left for Honduras leaving the family under the care of their mother Cristina. Unable to sustain themselves economically, the family fell into abject poverty. Soon afterwards, Rutilio’s mother died leaving the children in the care of their paternal grandmother Francisca. Eventually Don Salvador was forced to return home to take care of the family.

			With their mother dead and their father absent, Rutilio’s brothers struggled to make a living. The eldest brother Flavio rented a couple of acres of land at some distance from El Paisnal. Every morning, led by Flavio, the brothers left to work the land while young Rutilio stayed at home with his grandmother Francisca. She prepared the noon meal for the brothers, and Rutilio would hoist the hot pot of food, climb onto a donkey, and take it to his brothers. Once he was there, the young Rutilio served his brothers their lunch. At home, he tendedthe pigs and helped out with other household tasks. Life in the Grande household was difficult but all the brothers found ways to contribute. At night, his grandmother prepared dinner and the family would share one plate of food from which they all ate. Upon his grandmother’s death, Rutilio recalled those difficult but cherished moments. He wrote: “She who would for many years be the one to prepare our meals when we would sit at the table with our father to eat from the same plate…and the one who would prepare food that I would take to the “boys” as she would often say.”10

			After his brother Flavio married, his wife, María Lola (Lolita) Grande Pineda helped with the care of the Grande brothers. Even though Lolita, as she was called, was just in her teens, she became responsible for washing and ironing all the Grande brothers’ clothing. As their paternal grandmother Francisca aged, Lolita began to share the responsibility for preparing meals for the Grande brothers. Lolita also found herself giving special maternal care to Rutilio who was the youngest and was in most need of her attention. 

			As Lolita later recounted, Rutilio clung to her, seeking the affection of a mother. One of the stories that Lolita told was how when she first began to care for Rutilio, she washed a night shirt that he clung to but which needed washing. For days he asked for it despite the fact that it had been replaced by a freshly laundered one. Finally, Lolita had to tell him that a “little mouse had taken it away.” That seemed to settle the question but he was unhappy about it. In her recollection, Rutilio was a serious and well-behaved child. He had a pleasant manner, yet had a serious air about him even into his adulthood. As a child, he liked to both play ball and tell jokes.11

			The entire family was living a difficult reality. There were days when all they had to eat were tortillas with a pinch of salt.12 While all were affected by these difficult times, it may have had a particularly severe impact on the young Rutilio who also lived the trauma of his parents’ separation and his mother’s death. His family’s economic and emotional upheavals while Rutilio was quite young seem to have had a long-lasting effect on his health and psychological well-being.

			As a child Rutilio had a delicate temperament. He became upset easily and avoided others. When left to his own preference, he kept to his grandmother Francisca’s company most of the day, clinging to her and hanging onto her skirt. Francisca, however, taught him his prayers. She devoted many hours to the care of the altar in the town’s church and Rutilio always accompanied her. He therefore became familiar with the church’s liturgical celebrations, its vestments and sacred vessels. This childhood familiarity with the liturgical aspect of Church life would, in fact, become part not only of his studies but, later, the focus of his ministerial interest. Throughout his vocational life, he was known for giving significant time and attention to the preparation of liturgical events.

			Family members recalled how as a little boy, Rutilio organized a daily “mass” over which he presided. For vestments he placed a shirt or a cape on his shoulders. He enlisted his older cousins and their friends to set up an altar table beneath a large carao fruit tree. The children’s tasks included sweeping the floor and covering the altar table with a table cloth. The seed of the carao tree was round and resembled the shape of the host. At the moment when Rutilio elevated the “host,” one of his assistants rang a small set of bells that belonged to Rutilio. Then he gave the fruit tree seeds as “communion” to his assistants. When the bells rang everyone in the small town of El Paisnal knew that “Rutilio’s Mass” was being celebrated.13

			Acquaintance with a parish priest or bishop seemed to be the most common way that young boys in El Salvador found their calling to the priesthood. Rutilio’s call to the priesthood came in a manner interestingly similar to Romero’s experience. When Rutilio was thirteen years old, Luis Chávez y González, the Archbishop of San Salvador, came to El Paisnal for a Confirmation ceremony. The archbishop was only thirty-nine years old and one of the youngest to be ordained. Rutilio was called upon to accompany the archbishop to the surrounding towns.

			Soon after the archbishop left El Paisnal, Rutilio wrote to him expressing a desire to enter the seminary of San José de la Montaña in San Salvador. On behalf of the archbishop,the rector of the seminary in San Salvador responded expressing the archbishop’s desire to have Rutilio enter the seminary. The letter also indicated the economic obligations that Rutilio’s family would need to assume. It is clear from the exchange of letters that the Grande family was unable to assume full payment. Archbishop Chávez y González, therefore,agreed to pay for Rutilio’s seminary tuition, while the family would be responsible for all living expenses there. To cover the expenses for their little brother, his brothers eventually sold some of their livestock.

			Rutilio and the thirty-nine-year-old archbishop maintained a lifelong correspondence thatRutilio treasuredand saved. After Rutilio’s death, among his belongingswas found a well-kept file that contained all the correspondence that he had received from the archbishop for over thirty-six years. The collection included that first letter Archbishop Luis Chávez y González had sent to Rutilio. The letter was dated May 12, 1940.

			My very dear Rutilio,

			I received the affectionate letter you sent me…it pleased me so much that you wrote to me and I hope that it will not be the last time. Today is the feast of Pentecost, the day when the church celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit…ask the Holy Spirit …that if it is his pleasure, your holy desires of becoming a priest should be realized. 

			Try during this year not to lose any class days, and to pay attention to reading, writing, arithmetic and grammar; tell the Director of the School, on my behalf, that he give you special classes in arithmetic and grammar, …that they teach you well the four rules and, if it is possible, the concepts of fractions and decimals, and also that they teach you how to conjugate verbs…14

			As is evident in the tone of that initial correspondence, from the beginning the archbishop treated Rutilio like a son. Throughout the years, the archbishop continued to offerRutilio his loving advice. Rutilio considered Archbishop Chávez y González the father of his vocation to the priesthood. In later years, Rutilio often made reference to his childhood encounter with the bishop and how it awakened his vocation to the priesthood. In December of 1974, on the occasion of Archbishop Chávez y González’ fifty-year anniversary to the priesthood, Rutilio wrote: “You passed by on my life’s path when you were a young Archbishop and I just a child of thirteen years old…After God I owe my vocation to you as a visible instrument of God’s grace. It is through you that God chose to call me explicitly to this vocation of service in the Church…”15

			Rutilio’s life journey had started in the tiny town of El Paisnal but the road ahead could not have been imagined by this timid and fragile young boy.[image: palm-icon.eps]

			Although Romero and Grande were both from families grounded in the reality of El Salvador, their early challenges were different. Romero had to deal with the onset of illness at an early age, yet with the support of an intact, solicitous family. Grande, on the other hand, had to learn to deal with family tensions brought on by the effects of rural subsistence and the breakup of the family unit. The effects of their respective difficult experiences in their early life would come to mark their later years.

			Romero and Rutilio’s youthful interests and experiences took shape within the context of their families and hometowns. Romero’s participation in his father’s job at the town’s telegraph office introduced him to the importance of communication. Rutilio’s daily exposure to the care of the town’s church gave him a love for the ceremonies of worship. As boys, both of them were familiar with and drawn to the popular practices of piety,thus fosteringtheir nascent relationships with God. Attentive to God’s presence, eachwas being prepared for future moments of grace and call.
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